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ona AND ELEVEN moro 


Are -cConcennTi'so. ITY 7 0 
- EnORCH-GOVERNNEENT, . 8.4% 
Tier. L — Jefus Chriſt dock joy track | 


+4 und govern his church by” the Holy 


rit; fo, in gat E 
+ bulldiog, und ſaving thereof, he uſeth mitifters as hie 
ments; and hath appolated an order of fome to wo 
. ia the church ; and that ſome ſtiould be 
the flock, and others the paſtors. - © FF 
II. For. beſides th 5 foonders'of de hatch" r. 
-Chriſt, extraordinarily ſent, and furniſhed with the gift 6f 
miracles, whereby they might confirm the doctrine of the 
golpeh, he 3 are alſo ordinary paſtors and blog oak \. 
the exccuting of the miniſtry,” even until His contig age 12 * 
unto judgment, Eph. iv. 11. 12; 13.” Wherefore ae s | 
many as are of, the number of God's peo i | 
counted Chriſtians, dught to receive and obey 
2 of pane word and ſacraments, (lawfully, thoug 
kimſe 
III. Ivis not Jawful for ay adi, how fit forever, ond 
how much ſoever enriched or beautified with excellent 
to undertake the adminiftration, either of the word or H- 
eraments, by the will of private perſons, of others who have 
| | Hot power and right to call; much leſs is it lawful, by their 
wo own-judgment or arbitrement, to aſſume and arrogate the | 
| — to themſelves: But, before it be lawful to 2 3 
that facred miniſtry in churches conſtituted, a Ar- Va 
8 Ing, yea, beſide a lawful election, (which lone ih not fuf- 
ficient), a miſſion, or ſending, or (as commonly it is 
| ordination, is neceſſarily required; and that both for the #- 
voiding of confuſion, and to bar out or ſhut the door (f ſo far 
as in us lieth) upon impoſtors; as alſo, by reaſon of divine 
inſtitution, delivered to us in the holy ſcripture, R 1. 15. 
Heb. v. 4. Tit. i. 5, 1 Tim. i. 14. ET 
IV. The church ought to be governed by no other per- 
an an miniſters and er preferred and placed by”. 


bet 


dn, which may challenge to, itiglf authority. or-dominjen 


* 
% i * CEE EL W manner N 
I * 5 VN : 


ans » 4 


* * 1 a 1 . 
M5 Fo v, V 
- * bo : 4 


þ L+7 Pe 
- Chriſt, and aſter ue other mapner than according to the 
"Jaws made by him; and therefore there is no power on 


Sober the er Ber whoſoever they are that would ba de 


mme things of Chri to be adminiſtered,. not accordin te the 
_ ordinance and of Chriſt revealed in bis word, . as it 


-  Hketh them, und accordin to their owh will and preſcvipt, 


What other thing e ut to do, than, by horble ta. 
a ge, to throw 5 iſt 8 own throne ? Be 
V. For our only Lawgiver_ and Interpreter of This. Fy- _ 


ther s will, Jeſus Chtiſt, bath preſcribed and fore-a ppointed 
the rule, according to which he would. have his worſhip, and 


(the government of his own houſe, to be ordered. T'o\wreſt 


this rule of Chriſt, laid open in his holy word, to the coun- 
Kela. wills, manners, devices, or laws of men, is moſt 2 
2 — But contrarily, * law of faith commandeth 
© counſel and purpoſes of men 10 be framed and conformed to 
"this rule, and overturneth all the reaſonings of worldly, wif. 
dom, and bringeth into captivity the thoughts of the — | 
ſwelling mind to the obedience. of Chriſt: Neither —4 
the voice of any to take place, or be refled upon in the 
Thurch, but the voice of Chriſt alone. 
VI. The ſame Lord, even our Saviour Jefus Chrift, the 
only Head of the n hath ordained, in the New Teſta- 
ment, not only the preaching of the word, and adminiſtra- 
tion of baptiſm and the Ly, Se lup ſupper, but alſo ecclefiaſtical 
5 government, diſtinct and differing from the civil govern» 
ment; and it is his will, that there be fuch a government, 
diſtinct from the civil, in all his churches every where, as. 
well thoſe who live under the Chriſtian,” as thoſe under infidel 
- magiſtrates, even until the end of the world, Heb, -xiii. 7. 
19. 1 Tim. v. 17. 19. Rom. xii. 8. 1 Cor. xii. 28. 1 Theſſ. 


v. 12. Acts i. 20. 28. Luke n + Tim. vi. 14. 


.Apoc. t- 25. 
VII. This ecclefiaſtical ment, diſtinct from the 


civil, is from God committed, not to the whole body of the 
church, or congregation of the faithful, or to . 
both by officers and people, but to the miniſters of God's 
Word, together with the elders, who are joined with then, 
for the care and government of the church, 1 Tim. v. 17. 
Jo theſe, therefore, who are over the church in the Lord, 
belongeth the authority and power; and it lieth upon them, 
by therr office, according to the rule of God's word, to diſ- 

. cern and Judge betwixt the wk and the es to give 

| | diligence 
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excommunication, (as they ſpeak). Wh 


_ « miniſter: deſerveth excommunication : But jiMtly 


no reaſon! doth com 


2 15 * 


ans; "REF 
church (as much as is in them) from ſcandals; * 
enquiring, inſpection, warning, reproving, and more 
OTE but alſo by ating? in the further and 
more ſevere parts of deed ecclefiaſtical diſcipline, or WO 3 


cleſiaſtie juriſdiction, even unto . e aud 


cenſures, where need is. 
VIII. None that is within: the church 2 to be — 5 


out the reach of church- law, and exempt. from ecdlefialtical | 
cenſures; but diſcipline is to be exercifed on all the mem 
* of the church, without reſpect or conſideratĩon f thaſe * 


ering qualities, which uſe to commend a man to other 
—_ uch as power, nobility,” illuſtrious deſcent, and the 


like: For the judgment cannot be right, where men are led 
and moved with theſe confiderations. © Wherefore, let 9 . 


of perſons be far from all judges, chiefly eccleſiaſtical : 
if any in the church dp 10 fu in ride, that he refuſeth to 
be under this diſcipline, and would have himſelf to be free 


and exempt from all trial and eocleſiaſtical judgment, this + 
man's diſpeſition is more like the haughtineſs of the Roman 


Topys than the meekneſs and a. Nn 


i. Eerleßaftical cenſure, moreover, is Aer IF: 4 
be inflited upon the miniſters and office-bearers r 
with them common to other members of the n the 


former conſiſteth in £ on or depofition of minifters 


from their office, which, in the ancient canons, is called 
kathaireſis). The latter conſiſteth in. the goes ter and leſſer 
atloe ver in another a 
brother deſerveth excommunication, the ſame much ** 3 
ome- 
times a miniſter is to be put from his office, and deprived of 
that power, which, by ordination,' was given him; againſt 
whom, nevertheleſs, — draw the ſword en | 
8 


X. Sometimes a — chat a miniſter) having 
fallen iuto hereſy or apoſtaſy, or other. grievous crimes, if be 15 


ſhew tokens of true repentance, may be juſtly received into the 
communion of the church 1 whom, — — it is 0 
way expedient to reſtore into his former place or charge';, 


2 it will not be found fit to reſtore ſuch a one to 


the miniſtry i in another * at as foon as he is re- 


ceived into te boſom of the 
e xxiii. g. 
* A 3 Ezek. 


8 


for amendment of N and to the f 


urch; which ſurely is moſt 


of the people another 


it 


„ 1 

Ezek-aliv. 70{ 114 42:73. 14. 2 to chat eccleſiaſtical duk. 
ceipline, Which, in ſome ages after the times of the apoſtles, | 
| 88 chat the miniſters of the church -- 
are liable, as well to as to common cenſures ; or, 
_ that a miniſter of the church is cenſured one NF ne 


325 N ak is ed. ee | 
Hers but e 1 with other 8 ; 
either uſpention the Lord's upper 7 * 
- thers, is called the Publicar”s excommunication ), or the cut= 
ting off of a member, which is commonly called excommuni« 
\ + ation. The diſtinction . 
| e paſſing under the name of the 
A, nd greater excommunication}, is not only much ap- 
| | by! abe.chaedh of Scotland, and 6 td nonoh | 
bled at Weſtminſter, but alſo by the reformed churches 
of France, the Low Countries, and of Poland, as is to be 
ſeen in the book of the ectlefraftical diſcipline of the reformed 
ches in France, chap. v. art. 9. in e harmony f the 
Belgie fynods, chap. xiv. art. f. 9- and in r ener 
' gener Coed of Tris held he the ater 59 7. 0 | 
XII. 5 1 — diſtinction of that 1 
Was allowed al antiquiy, it be clear to 
him who nr 2 
pod, with the annotations of Zonaras and Balſamon: 


the 13th canon of the Sth ſynod, {which is termed the frſlt, 


and fecond), with the notes of Zonaras ; yea, beſides, even 
the pevitents alſo themſclves, of the fourth _— or hei + 
Hlaſei, that is, who were in the 
from the Lord's ſupper, tho of the 
fame tion with the faithful; for to the communion al- 
fo of prayers, and ſo to u privileges of ccelefaltiend foriery; a 
the euchariſt alone excepted, they were thought to have 

right, ſo ſacred a thing was the euehariſi eſteemed. See al- 
ſo, beſide others, Cyprian, 1 book, epiſt. 11. that Dionyfeas, 
the author of the eccleftaftic bieravchy, e iii. part 3. 
Baſil. epiſt. to Amphilochins, can. 4. Ambro/. lib. 2. de 0% 


ficiis, chap. xxvii. Auguſtine in his bool againſt the Donatiftez. . 


aſter the conference, chap. iv. Chryſoftom.: Homil. 84. in 
Matth. Gregory the — epiſt. — 36g Izv. vi. 
* alafridut Aralo of cclefraſtical matters, chap. vii. 

XIII. That firſt and leſſer cenſure, by Chriſt's ordinance; 
1 00 be inflited on ſuch as have received baptiſm, and pre» 
ebe. members of the church, * axe found.vni 


- 


Chriſt with the elmreb, whether for their | 
divine things,” the law namely, and go . 


iis 3 of ſuſpen 


= 
hy an 's ſupper, who, by kis life, tefliicth that he is im- 


- in the duticr of faith owards their 


lay table eat and drink unwotthily, © Hence ir ity that 
and particular rums 
conver ſation,” ant = of — 


— N 2 ' * 


5 K . 
and unworthy to communiente-in the ge the gr 


fcandal, either of falſe doctrine d 


cauſes; therefore; or ſor ſome oue of them, they are 60 he N 


back from the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper; (s laws 


k 
ful Fudictal trial 
of Chriſt, 


ing; that that which is holy be given "to 
or pearls be caſt hefore ſwine, Matth. vii. 6. And 
fion is to continue till the * 
forth fruits of repentanee. LT fo | 

For the aſſerting and defending of this (operon; 
there'is 60 Half wen of ſtren 
facrament itſelf, and the inſtitution and end thertof. The 
word of God, indeed, is to be preached, as welt to the un- 


godly and n that they may be converted, as to the 


—.— 


ing, that they may be confirmed. But the 
's ſupper 18 by God inſtituted, not 
_—_ So work of „ but for nourithing and 
grace and t none is to be admitted to 


penitent, and not as yet converted.” Ho Þ of 338 
XV. Indeed, if the Lord had inftituted this ſreraments - 


chat not only it ſhould nouriſh and cheriſh faith, and ſeal the 
promiſes of the goſpel, but alſo ſhould 


the work of 
grace in ſinnert, and give. ion itſelf, as the. inſtru- 
mental cauſe thereof, verily even the moſt wicked, moſt un- 
clean, and moft unworthy, were to be admitted. But the 
reformed churches do otherwiſe j © judge of the mature of this 
facrament 3 - which ſhall be 1 ST; 
gleani of theſe following teſtimonies, * * © 
XVI. The. Scottiſh confeſion; art. 23. But we confeſs}, © 
that the Lord's ſupper belongs only to-theſe- of the heuſhold of 
faith, who can try and examine 7, ar well in faith, ar 
Ss Wheſo abide 
without faith, and in variance with their brethren, do at that 


Here in our church do enter on 4 
nation, both of the knowledge, 
awho ave to he admitted to 2 Lord's table. The Bel 
feſſion, art. 35. Vie believe alſo; and conſeſty that jar yer 


Jeſus Chrift bath erdained the holy ſacrament of bis ſupper; 
_ that in it he muy ee e ORC Oe bath alreas 


pans 4 —— — 
ah n The 


ing before), according to che interdiction 


the pes 


bh, fromm the nature of the 


4 


1 = 5 37 Wy 
Avi. be 1 confeſſion, 4 15. 6f che 15% : 
1 The Lord auilleth, that every receiver be particularly |; 
"confirmed by this teſtimony, fo that he may be certified, that the 
benefits. of the goſpel do appertain to himfelf; ſeeing the preach= 
ine is comme; and by this teſtimony, by this + etejving, he 

re that he w one of Chris's memliers; ande with *: 

kis bivod. (And by and by.) Tzu, therefore. we inflrut 
the church, that it behyueth them that come to the ſupper to 
| bring with them - repentance or converſion, and - (faith being 

now- hindled in the mediation of the death and reſurrection, . 

and the benefits of the Son of God), to ſeek here the con- 
 firmation of that faith! The rery ſame things are ſet down, . 

add chat in the very ſame words, in the con/ent of the churches - 
„ eee the ebe. anno 25705 art. 1 
"UA Lord's a 
| VIII. 1 The Fl den, art. 11. Near, ee ö 
_ teach, that the ſacraments, of themſelves, or, as ſomeſay, 
3 — en opere operato, do not confer. grace to thoſe who are not in 
endued with good motions, and — . _quickened by the Ho- 
grin neither do they beſtow Tutifving faith, which» ma- 
b the foul of man in all things obſequious,: truſting and obe- 
dient to God; for faith muſt go before, ( aue . of them of 
ripe years) which quickeneth a man, by the work. of the 
Spirit, and putting goad-motions into the heart. (And alter. 5 
But if any come .unworthily to the ſacraments, he is net made 
by them worthy or clean, * doth ny: bring greater 4 _ | 
 danmation upon himſelf 
XIX. Seeing, then, in "the holy ſupper, that i is, in abe . 
receiving the ental elements, (which is here diſtig 
ed from the prayers and exhortations accompanying 
that action,) the benefits of the goſpel are pot firſt recei | 
but for them being received are thanks given; neither, by 
Peak thereof, doth God beſtow. the very ſpiritual life, _ 
doth preſerve, cheriſh, and perſect that life: And ſeeing | 
the word of God is accounted in the manner of letters pa- 
tents, but ſacraments — * (as rightly the Helvetian - - 
2 L cha inly f rnd that thoſe 
3 rd's ſupper, - who, by their 
n prove e to be un ungodiy or 
impenitent, and ſtrangers or aliens from all communion. with - 
Chriſt. Nor are the promiſes of God ſealed- to any other 
chan to thoſe to whom theſe promiſes do belong; for. other- 
wiſe the ſeal annexed ſhould contradict and inſay the let- 
tert png and, by the viſible word, thoſe i} In pak FE 


14 


"GO THE TFS 
» ; „„ . 


Pe, by reaſon 'of the pollution of murder Yea, as Philo the 


„ SD_ dSoankSA@ACMGLS £Aaost Tc, 


ing heinous and piacular tranſpreſſors, and ſuch as beld*other 


171. 3 


ſuch an 1 
- or heal it 


are ke 2 viihe 
ſeandal, Jay, EE 


* o * 4 * | - 
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. Wo 1 0 . 
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. 


inly Aadowed forth under the Oh Teftmen Fs 


. peuple, under their 
to enter into the tabernacle; 22 — to 


until, by an offering for fin, together with a ſolemn confef. 
non thereof, being cleanſed; they were reconciled unto: * 
Numb. v. 6. 7. 8. Lev. v. 17. and vi. 18. 

XXI. Yea, that thoſe who were polluted with bos and 
erimes, were reckoned among che unclean in law, Mains 


nides, in more Nevochim, 3. chap. xlvii. proveth outyof 
Lev. xx. 3. and xviii. 14. Numb. XXXV. 33. 34. Therefore, 


ſeeing the ſhedding of man's blood was rightly eſteemed — 
greateft pollution of all; hence it was, that, as the focie 
of the leprous was ſhunned by the clean, o the company 


murderers, by good men,. was+moſt religi avoided, . 


Lam. i iv. 13. 14. 15. The ſame fu 5 witneſfed by A- 
nanias the hi wb rieb, i in Foſephus of the Jewiſh war, book 4 
abap. v. wes. he faith, 25 thoſe ale Þ zealots of that time, 
bloody men ought 10 have been reſtrained — acceſ to the tem- 


Jew. witneſſeth in his bopk of the offerers of ſacrifices, whoſoever 


were found unworthy and wicked, were, by edifts, rn ta 
approach the holy. threſholds. 18 
XXII. Neither muſt that be paſſed by, which was noted | 


dy Zonaras, book 4. of his . ; (whereof ſee alſo Scaliger 
agreeing with him in Elench. Tribere, Nicſoras, cap. xxviii.) 
namely, That the Eſſenes were forbidden the holy place, as bes 


opinions, and did otherwlfe teach concerning ſacrifices, then ſac- 


cording to the laau, and obſerved not the ordinances of Moſes, 
whence. it , proceeded, that they ſacrificed privately ; yea, yo 


pon an" 
lacriſices and ſociety of the church; and much more we — © 
, wicked and 05 offenders debarred from the temple, 


5 YE . 8 b ; | 4 
e 1 4 4 Gries 
| te An tees th nie hm! th 
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er ogy Frans cogent Whereot fee Drufius' 
re ek | 

5 ee 
2 to unworthy and pers; nor 
it free — — See Nazian- 
P. e The ſame thing is | n 
late writers, uch ac have been, and are more 


ſad with the Jewiſh antiquities. Conſalt the ann 
viii. 19. 20. Alo'Conflantius Pempertur annotat. in cui. 


Fatablur, and of Ainſavorth, an Engliſh writer, upon 


aalub cap. fl. p. 44. 46. ce, Nene "of the 


i pecial promiſes, us it were, Pe 


commonwealth of the pete aw cod Henries 2 
Wwinadoerſct in Pirt. Naß. Mener, p. Res The fame 
Se proved out of Exzek. xxi#1:148. 39. Jer =_ 10. Ts. 

-alſo it was, that the ſolemn and public 1 
the temple, had the name of the aſſembly the! 8 
und congregation of ſainte Pfal. Kxxix. * en N. 
jms eve = „ 49. OD 
| — That which is now r is, not chat all 
awicked and unclean p ſhould be u excluded from 
1ourrecclefiatical focieties, and ſo from all hearing of God's. 
word; yea, there is nothing leſs ratended ; For the word bf 
God is the inſtrument, as well of converſion as of confirmd- 
tion; and therefore is to be preached, as rer 


converted as to the converted: as well to the 
che unrepenting. The —_— 5 5 feed 


communion with God throug "Che: - I Kings A 30.4 
Dan. vi. ro. 2 Chrom vi. 16. and vii. 15. 76. But 2 
Stherwiſe with our temples, or places of church-aſſemblies, 
verauſe our les contain nothing acremental in them, 
| oa the 8 and temple coritained ; as the moſt learned 
ofeſors of Leyden aid rightly, in Hp pur. bi 
45 22 48. theſ. 47. 
„ XXV. Wherefore, the point to be here conlidered, 8 
that hich; is now aimed at, is this, that howſoever, even un! | 
der the New Teſtament, the uncleanneſs of thoſe to whom 
the word of God is preached be tolerated ; yet all ſuch, of 
what ſtate or condition ſoever, of the church, as are defiled 
with manifeſt and grievous ſcandals, and do thereby witneſs 
themſelves to be without the inward and ſpiritual commu- 
en Cheilk and the Tenhoe may, * are to be alto- 
gether 
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FE Es theſe 1 


een ee erer 


tween the court 4 1 and the outer wall, were 54 
therefore to be kept hack fram- hearing the word: Fort in 
Solomon's „and ſo in ide intermmzal or count of the 
Gentiles, 3 was prebched, both by Chriſt, John =. 
23. 72 alſo apoſtles, Acts iii. 11. and v. . 3 and 
that of 8 e, N- the r Pineda 
the things of Salomon, book. 5. cap. xir 
OED multitude was there, . and ſomewhat larger oppor- 
tunity of ſov in the 8 Wberefare, to An . whomſo» 
ever, even en peop weeting there, the Lord would 


have the ter be preached,; who, notwithſtanding pur» 
— , did not only overtbrow the tables of | 


money 
AN of them who fold doves, but alſo caſt 
Ort be e Rae od; vogr Toe hr ry far 
nc EA ere nr refer ecgh133 4 


vit Although then, the See i to be preached ts 
every creature, the Lord, in expreſs words, commanding the 
lame, wget hae 222 6 
acceſs to per. is granted, ypocrites 
lere can be convicted and dif- 
covered, much leſs repelled 24-6 the Lord's ſupper ; . ſuch | 
therefore are to be ſuffered, wn the fan of j 


nant of the 72 


. in ſtate of 1 33 

1 thertp 0 ES 
XXVII. . 
unto, except When extreme ity xy 

whenſoever the ſoul of the finner cannot otherwiſe be healed, 
and the ſafety of the church requiretb-the cutting off this or 
hat member, it behoveth to uſe this laſt 7. In the 
church of Rome, indeed, excommunication hath been 
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will-fay thatthi 
1 Fe or Dat of he mans 


BF: perſevere in their wie 


5 _ off and caſt out from the ſoci 
nounced to be cuſt out from 


c that the excommuni- 
known, is commanded of che Lord: But if ſtubborn here! 
tics, or un 
„ e 
re found ry Rev. ii. 14. ar 


þ 2 2 be either 


meaſure or bounds; or, contrariwiſe, 


| feeble, or of none effect: 


3 * 


1225 e PT ; 3 
3 n 
dcaommpunieatian), to the the tuſt of their own, 


minds, © Yet the ordinapee bf n is not therefore, by 
ys and 


any of the reſormeck religion, to be utterly_thruft a 
2 What Proteſtant knows not, chat 
fals: of Autichaſt have drawn the Lord's ſupper i 
worſt and moſt 10us abuſes, ps alſo Ae eee 
miniſters; and other 2 the goſpel ? Vet wh 

{whether the neceſſity be "that 

wum 
away, becauſe of abuſe? 


„XXIX. They therefore, wh. cies gk: PR $1 
ay ed. kedneſs, 5 pi I g admonitions, 
ſtubbor or en ne are juſtl 
excommunicatian in the name « — Lord Jefus il. 4. 
of the faithful, and are pro- 
church, until, being filled 
With ſname, and caſt down, they return again to- mere 
found mind, and, by confeſſion of their fin, and amendment 
of their lives, ſhow tokens of Matth. viii. 16. 
17. 18. 1 Cor. v. 13. which placed are all alledged, i in the 


cation of the im and ſtubborn, whoſe wickedneſs is 


be tot removed. or caſt out from 


that all 2 — if codefiaſticdt 
prevented and avoided, or taken away 
or, leſt the power of the church, either by the ignorance or 
unſkilfulneſs of ſome miniſters here and there, or alſo by tos ö 
much heat and fervour of mind,” ſhould run cut beyond 
ſnut up within 
„ ſhould be made unprbſitable, 
the 1 
his church, hath foreſeen and made prevent all 
ſuch evils, which he did ſoreſee were to is Tad hat 


ſtraiter limits than is fittin 


| prepared, and preſeribed-for them, intrinfical and cocleſiaſtical 


edies, and thoſe alſo in their kind (if lawfully and ri 
I applied) both beer and effectual; ſome whereof he 


th moſt expreſsly ꝓropounded in his word, and ſome he 
bach feſt to. be. drawn fem thenve Þy ncegſiary conſequence. 
XXXI. by renſon of the danger Cot thit 


which is called-g/avis . d Wa 
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' buſineſſes which 2 


Arenen 
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1 
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| may nathe' permitted to particular n. 


c:ntiouſly; and leſt any man's cauſe be orerthrowu and pe- 
riſh, : who, in a particular church had 


to many 
cult controverſies,” (t 


the more weighty deciding” 


lafe to be adventured upon), may be handled and deter · 
ined by a common council « (of p Finally, that 
* vernors:of particular. churches may i 
tually one to another, agaihſt the cunning andfabtte ene · 
e — fiinge h t 
(ſuch as it is) by an holy 
may be, as the of an arm — — — lest While 
every one ſtrireth fingly, all of them be fübdued and wer- 
come; or leſt, by reaſon of the- ſcarcity” of 5 
godly counſellors, (in the multitude of-whom is ſafety)” the 
affairs of the church be undone: For all thoſe conſiderations, 


eries and ſynods. * 
XXXIIL. Wherefore it is not lawful to particulur ehurches 
or r commonly called) parochial, either todecline the 
rity of claſſes or ſynada, where they are lawfully"ſcttled; 
or may be had; (much leſe to - withdraw "themſelves from 
that authority, if they have onceracknowledged'it); or to 
refuſe ſuch lawful ordinances or devrees of the elaſſeu or ſys 
nods, as, — agreeable to the word of God ure, Wich u 
23 pon them As x. . Gf 42. 2362425 
9 27 : FELT FO Fe ** 221 
XXXIII. Although fyaods-.nGeinhle ware ſetd6w; Gal 
and conſiſtories of particular churches more frequently j LS 
that ſynods, both provincial ' and national; aſſemble at ſet 
and ordinary times, as well as claſſes and parochial 'confiſto? 


ries, is very expedient, and for the de preſervation of 
church · policy and diſcipline, neceſſary.” Sometime; 22 


it is expedient they be aſſembled — that 
urgent neceflity. of the church may be” the more ſp 
provided for; namely, when ſuch a buflticſs' 


which, + without. Freat daagers u coy our ooh of 


Pointed time of the ſyno. 

XXXIV. But that, belides W Fords, + ording 
node be kept at ſet times, is maſt profitable,” not only tha 
they may diſcuſs and determine the more difficult ecctefiaſti; 
cal _—_ coming before 1 whether by the appeal of 
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inferior aſſembly 


15 Dothfolneſs and be ſtirred up to the attendin 
be reduced to order. Finally, whatſoever doth hi 


may take away 


. 86 1 
> OE: 
es, {for fuch buſineſſes ve 


0:57! 


„ 


the . being more certainly. and frequently ſearched. and 
„if there be any thing wanting or amiſs in 
Fe wow diſcipline, or manners, or any thing w | 


Puniſhment, the. lothful labourers in the vineyard 2 


may be made to ſhake off the ſpirit. of Gunber and 


more diligently their calling. And not an . to , 
Ueep and ſnort. than, dis — _ 8 

may be reduced to the way; Fans — and m 
alſo unquiet perſoda, who defire new and hurtful thin 2 Jadu | 


more quick and efficacious courſe of the goſpel, my bet 


| Cavered and removed.).. 


XXXV. It is too, too manifeſt, (alas for it) 1 that is 


are who, with unwearied diligencr, do moſt carefully labour, 


that they may oppreſs the liberties and rights of ſynods, and 
_ them all liberty of conſulting of thin 
and. matters eccleſiaſtical, at leaſt + determining l 
(for they well know how much. my union and — of 
churches may make againſt their deſigns). 'But ſo much 
the more it concerneth the, orthodox — to know, de- 
fend, and preſerve this excellent liberty, granted them by di- 


vine 3 and ſo to uſe it, that imminent dangers, ap- 


g. evils, urgi vances, ſcandals growin 
Eater s riſing, bene 3 in, errors 4 _ 


ſtrifes waxing hot, may be corrected and taken away, to the 


glory of God, and the edification and peace of the church. 


XXXVI. "wp provincial and national ſynods, an 
cas of fo called. from oikoumenc, that is, from the 
habitable world ),, or more truly a general, or, if you will, an 
univerſal ſynod, if ſo be it be free and rightly. conſtituted, 


and no other commiſſioners, but from —— churches, be 
admitted: For what communion is there of light with” 


darkneſs, . 0 unrighteouſneſs with righteouſneſs, or of- the 


- temple of God with idols)? Such a ſynod is of ſpecial u- 


tility ; peradventure alſo ſuch a ſynod is to be hoped for, 

Surely it is to be wiſhed, that, for defending the orthodox 

faith, both againſt Papery, aud other hereſies, as alſo for 

propagating Sr to thoſe who are without, cially the 

Jown, a more ſtrait and more firm — may be 
4 en 


edianed into; ihe 


fect nal. p 
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evil, it is of 3 moſt hurtful; ſo, on the contrary fide 


if in good, it is molt pleaſant, moſt profitable, and moſt 
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unanimity of all the charches, ay; in 


N 


XXXVII. Uto the univerſal ſynod alſo, (when it may 


be had) is to be referred to the judgment of controverſies, 


not of all, but of thofe which are controverſies f right; 
neither yet of all thoſe, but of the chief and moſt wei | 
controverſies of the orthodox faith, or of the moſt hard and un- 
uſual caſes of conſcience, Of theicontroverſier of fath, there 


is another and different conſideration to be had; for, be- 
ſides, that it would be à greater inconvemence, that plain- 


tiffs, perſons accuſed, and witneſſes, be drawn from the moſt 
remote churches to the general or 'univerſal council; the vi- 
ſible communion itſelf of all the churches, (on which the u- 
niverſal council is built, and whereupon; as on a foundation, 


it leaneth) is not ſo. much of company-fellowſhip or conver- 
ſation, as ef religion and doctrine. All true churches of 
the world do indeed profeſs the ſame true religion and faith; 
but there is, beſide this, a certain commixture and conjunc- 
tion of the churches of the ſame nation as to à more near 


fellowſhip, and ſome. acquaintance, converſing and eampany- 


together, which: cannot be ſaid of all the churches 
oughout the habitable world 0 2 

- XXXVIIL. And for this cauſe; as in dactrinal controver - 
fier, which are handled by Theologues and Caſuiſts, and in 
thoſe which belong to the common ſtate of the orthodox 
churches, the national ſynod is ſubordinate, and ſubjeQed to 


the univerſal lawfully-conftituted- ſynod; and from the na- 


tional to the oecumenical ſynod, (where there is a jult and 


the appeals of them, who complain of injury done to them, 


through the exerciſe of diſcipline in this or that church, 
ſhould go beyond the bounds of the national ſynod; but it 


is molt agreeable to reaſon, that they ſt. auld reſt and ac- 
quieſce within -thoſe bounds and borders; and that the ul- 


timate judgment of ſuch matters be in the national ſynod, 
unleſs the thing itſelf be ſo hard, and of ſo great moment, 
that the knot be juſtly thought worthy of a greater decider : 
In which caſe, the controverſy, which is carried to the uni- 
verſal ſynod, is rather of an abſtract general theological 
propoſition, than of the particular or individual caſ. 


XXXIX. Furthermore, the adminiſtration of the eccte- 
e power in conſiſtories, 7 and ſynods, doth not at all 
rig B 2 tend 


weighty cauſe), an appeal is open: So there is no need, that 


. Chriſtian liberty, would aboliſh and caſf out laws and jue 


mens vices and faults may be reſtrained; whether committed 
.againſt the firſt or 41 the ſecond table. 


"ILL 


4 7 16 T. 2 800 9 
955 to weakes Mete hurt ikea: the 
.of the civil mag ĩſtratei much lefs to take it away W rd 


% vea, N by it, a moſt profitable help e to the 
magiſtrate, foraſmuchas, by the bond of rel! ion, mens con- 


_ © .(ciences-ate more ſtraitly tied unto him. There have been, 


indeed, fantaſtical men, who, under pretence and cloke 


ments, orders aſſo, degrees and honours, out of the comm 
. wealth, and have been bold to reckon the function of the 
magiſtrate, armed with the ſword, among evil things, and 
. unlawful : But the reformed churehes do renounee and deteſt 
thoſe dreams, and do moſt harmoniouſly and moſt willingly 
confeſs and acknowledge it to be God's will, that the world 
be governed by laws and policy; and that he himfelf hath 
appointed the civil magiſtrate, and hath delivered to him the 
word, to the protection and praiſe of mo men, but for 
; Puniſhment and revenge on 8 evil; that, by this bridle, 


. ee tas- 


| . the power and authority of cr 6 over their empires, 


of kings over their kingdoms, er and dukes over 


their. domivion, and of dther magiſtrutes br ates over their 


common wealths and cities, to bethe)ordinance 'of "God hin- 


elf, appointed; as well te the manifeſtation of hit own glo- 
12 as to the fingular profit of mau kind: And withal; that, 
Y 


reaſon of the will of God himſclf, revealed in his word, 


e mult not only ſuffer and be content, that thoſe do rule 


. bo are ſet over their oven territories, whether by hereditary 


or by elective right, (but alſo to love them, fear them, and 


with all, reverence and honour, embrace them, as the ambaſſa- 
.dors and miniſlers of the meſt high and geod God, being in his 
ſtead, and preferred for the g Kt. of their ſubjects; to pour 
out prayers: for them, to wk tributes to vices and in all 
buſineſſes of the . commonwealth, which are not n the 
.aword , God, to obey their laws and edits, - ; 
XII. Ihe orthodox churches believe alſo, and ls willingly 
acknowledge, that every civil magiſtrate, being by God him- 
ſelf conſtituted - the keeper and defender of 'both 55e F the 
law,; may and ought, firſt and chiefly, to take tart GU 
{glory, and (according to his place, or in his manner and way), 
to preſerve religion, when pure, and to reflere it, when decayed 
and corrupted; and alſo to provide a learned and podly mi- 
Ad ſchools alfo and * as likewiſe to refirgin and 
puni 


- 


£71 r 
puniſh, 26 well atheiſts, blaſphemers;, heretics, and Tchifma- | 
tics, as the molaters of juſtice and eivil peace. i | 
| i Wherefore the opinion of thoſe. ſectaries of this 4 
age is altogether to be ; diſallowed, who, though otherwiſe "> 
infinuating .themſchves- craftily, into the magidinte's favour, .. ' 
do deny unto him the, authority-and right © N f wi 5 | 
retics and, ſchiſmatics, ;and; do; hold. and maintain, That | 
| ſuch perſons,. ho much ſocyer hurtful and pernicious ene 
mies to true religion and to the church, yet are to be tolera- N 
ted by the magiltrate, if ſo be he; conceive them tobe ſuch, 5M 
as no way violate the laws of the commonwealth, aud in no 
wiſe diſturb. the civil peace. | 
XILIII. Yet the civil; power and the eecleſiaſtical ought 
not, by any means, to be confounded; or mixed together: 
Both powers aug indeed from God, and ordaitjed: for his 
glory, aud. both to be guided by his word ; and both are 
comprehended under that precept, Honour thy, father and-thy 
mother 5 ſo that, men ought to obey both civil magiſtrates 
and eccleſiaſtical governors in the Lord: To both powers, 
their proper dignity and authority is to be maintained and | 
reſerved in force: To both alſo is ſome: way entruſted the 1 
1 of both tables of the law; alſo both the one and 
the other doth exereiſe ſome juriſdict ion, and giveth ſentence 
of judgment in an external court or judicatory. But, not- 
withſtanding; thoſe, and other things of like ſort, in which 
they agree, yet, by marvellous vaſt differences, are they di- 
ſtinguiſhed the one from the other, and the rights of both 
remain diſtinct, and that eight manner of ways, which it ſhall 
not be amiſs here to add, that unto each of theſe adminiſtrã- 
tions its own ſet bounds may be the better maintained. 
XLIV. Firſt of all; therefore, they are differenced the 


EQMWSTT 


one from the other, in reſpe& of the very FounparTion: and 
is the InsTiruT1ON : For the political or civil power is 
Ir grounded upon the law of nature itſelf; and for that cauſe 
II it is common to infidels with Chriſtians : The power eccle- \ + 
be ſiaſtical dependeth immediately upon the poſitive law | of \ 
ops Chriſt alone: That belongeth to the univerſal dominion of 
y God the Creator over all nations; but this unto the ſpecial 
1 and vecumenical kingdom of Chriſt the Mediator, which he 
be .exerciſeth in the church alone, and which is not of this 
7 world. | | | 
- | 159 This was the opinion of the Donatiſts, German Anabaptiſte, qod 
of - Engliſh ſectaties ; and is the opinion of moſt Independents, and ot 


Glailites, and other enemies of Confeſſions of Faith. 5 


K 7 


ol AIV. The ſecond difirence ix in the Outer vr waiter 


about which ® the power, politic or civil, is about 


the outward man, and Sed ent or -carthly things, a 

peace, conſervation of juſtice, and r 
. wealth ; alſo about the outward r- I 
of the church, which are indeed r 


_ _ profitable, as touching the outward man, yet 
Tcl parc lee ee unto the ſ. 


external ſtate and condition of the miniſters 
r 1 
XLVI. For the better underſtanding whereof, it is SG 


" obſerved, that, ſo far as the miniſters and members of the 


church are citizeis, ſubjects, or members of the common- 


bo: -wealth, it is in the power of the magiſtrate to judge, deter- 


* 
Ly 


mine, and give ſentence | concerning the difpoſing of their 


bodies and 'as alſo concerning the maintenance of 


the poor, ſiek, the baniſhed, and of others in the church who 


are afflicted; to to regulate (ſo far as concerneth the civil 
order marriages, burials, and other circumftances, which 


are common both to holy, and alſo to honeſt civil ſocieties ; 
to afford places fit for holy aſſemblies, and other external 


helps, by which the ſacred mattersof the Lord may be more 
ſafely, commodiouſly, and more eafily in the church per- 


formed ; to remove the external impediments of divine wor- 


-: ſhip, or of eocleſiaſtical peace, and to thoſe who ex- 
- alt themſelves againſt the true church her miniſters, and 


do raiſe up trouble againſt them. 


XLVII. The matter may be further thus iHuftrated : 
There is almoſt the like reſpect and confideration of the 


magiſtrate, as he is occupied about the outward | things of 
the church, and of the eccleſiaſtical miniſtry, as it is occu- 
pied about the inward or ſpiritual part of civil government ; 


chat i is, about thoſe things which, in the government of the 


commonwealth, belong to the conſcience. It is one thin 

to govern the commonwealth, and to make political and ct- 
vil laws; another thing to interpret the word of God, and 
out of it to ſhow to the magiltrate his duty; to wit, how he 
ought to govern the commonwealth, and in what manner he 


ought to uſe the ſword. The former is proper and pecu- 


lar to the magiſtrate; (neither doth the IP intermedeRc 


For the power of mayiſtrates PEA religion, ſee Gilleſpie's 
" Haron's rod bloſſoming ; Me eſt Jus a circa ſacta z 18 N 
in pulia ecclebaſtica. 
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itſelf into ſuch buſineſſes), but the latter is 
d within the office of the mini 1133 
XLVIII. For to that end alſo is the holy ſcripture pro- 
fitable, to ſhow-which is the beſt manner of governing a 


commonwealth ; and that the magiſtrate, as being God"; mi- 

niſter, may, by this guiding: ar, be ſo directed, as that he 
execute the parts of his office according to the will of 

and may be pe inſtructed to every good work; yet 


the miniſter 18 not ſaid properly to treat of civil buſin 
but of the ſcandals which ariſe about them, or of the caſes 
of conſcience which occur in the adminiſtration of the com- 


monwealth: 80 alſo the magiſtrate is not properly ſaid to 


be exerciſed about the ſpiritual things of the church, but 
rather about thoſe external things, which adhere to and ac- 


company the ſpiritual things. 


XLIX. And in ſuch external matters of the church, al- 


though all magiſtrates will not, yet all; yea, even heathen ma- 


iſtrates may and ought to aid and help the church: Whence 
it is, that, by the command of God, prayers are to be made 
alſo for an heathen magiſtrate, that the faithful under him 
may live a quiet life with all godlineſs and honeſly, 1 Tim. 
UI. Bot 45) | . — 5, * 
L. Unto the external things of the church belongeth 
not only the correction of heretics, and other troublers of 
the church, but alſo that civil order, and way of convocating 


and calling together ſynods, which is proper to the magi- 


ſtrate; for the magiſtrate ought, by his authority and 
power, both to eſtabliſh the rights and liberties of 


aſſembling together, at times appointed by the known and 
received law, and to indit and gather together ſynods oc- 


caſionally, as often as the neceſſity of the church ſhall re- 


quire the ſame : Not that all, or any power, to conſult or de- 


termine of eceleſiaſtic or ſpiritual matters, doth flow or 


1 from the magiſtrate, as head of the church under 


iſt; but becauſe in thoſe things pertaining to the out- 


ward man, the church needeth the magiſtrate's aid and ſup- 


port. | 

LI. So that the magiſtrate calleth together ſynods, not 
as touching thoſe things which are proper to ſynods, but in 
reſpe& of the things which are common to ſynods, with o- 
ther meetings and civil public aſſemblies; that is, not as they 
are aſſemblies, in the name of Chriſt, to treat of matters ſpi- 


ritual, but as they are public aſſemblies within his territo- 


ries; for to the end that public conventions may be kept 
| | | in 


© 1 U 29 7] 2 0 

Aa anꝝ territory, the licence of the lord of that place aught 
- to be defired. In fynods, therefore; a reſpec: of order, as 
well civil as eccleſiaſtical, is to he had; and becauſe af this 
civil order, out ward defence, better accommodation, toge- 
ther with ſafe acceſs and receſs, the conſent and command- 
ment of him who is appointed to take care of, and defend 
human order, doth intervene. 1 10 4 { (+ #41 ” 1 9:44 3% 
+++ LIL. Moreover, when the church is rent afunder by un- 
happy and lamentable ſchiſms, while they who have raiſed 
the troubles, and have given cauſe of ſolemn gathering a 
ſynod, (whether by their hereſy, or ſchiſm, or tyranny, or 
any other faults of others), uſe to place the great ſtrength 
and. ſafeguard of their cauſe, in declining and fleeing. the 
trial and ſentence of à free ſynod, as being, formidable to 
them, who ſeeth not that they cannot be. drawn to a public 
and judicial trial, nor other difobedient perſons be contpelled 
to obedience, without the magiſtrate's public mandate and 


LIL. The :95je@ of eccleſiaſtical power is not the ſame 
with the oñject of the civil power, but much. differing from 
it; for the eccleſiaſtical power doth determine and appoint 
nothing conceralng mens bodies, goods, dignities, or Civil 
rights, but is employed only about the inward man or the 
ſoul ; not that it can ſearch the hearts, or judge of the ſe- 
crets of the couſcience, which is in the power of God alone; 
yet not withſtanding, it hath, for its proper eee. thoſe ex- 
ternals, which are purely ſpiritual, and do belong properly, 
and moſt nearly, to the ſpiritual good of the ſoul, which alſo 
are termed the inward things of the church. 

LIV. Thoſe things then, wherein the - eccleſiaſtical 
power is exerciſed, are the , preaching of the word, the 
adminiſtration of ſacraments, public prayer and thankſgi- 
ving, the catechiſing and inſtructing of children and igno- 
rant perſons, the examination of thoſe who are to come to 
the holy communion, the eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, the ordi- 
nation of miniſters, and the abdication, depoſing, and de- 
grading of them, (if they become like unſavoury ſalt), the 
deciding and determining of controverſies of faith, and 
, caſes of conſcience, canonical conſtitutions, concerning the 
treaſury of the church, and collections of the faithful, as al- 
- ſo. concerning eccleſiaſtical rites, or indifferent things, which 


Fr - g- * - 


pertain to the keeping of decency and order in the church, 


. according to the genera] rules of Chriſtian love. and pru- 
dence, contained in the word of God, 1 4 
. Tv is 


* 


— 
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LV. It is true, that about the fame thidgs he civil 7 

power Is occu ied, as touching the outward man, ot the | 
outward diſpoling of divine things, in this or that domiuion, 

as was ſaid; not as they are fpiritual and evangelical ordi- _ 
nances, piercing into the canſcrence itſelf: But the object 
of the power- eccleſiaſtical is a thing merely and purely ſpi- 

ritual; aud in fo far as it is ſpititual, (for even that jurif- 
diction- eccleſiaſtical, which is exerciſed in an out ward, court 
or judicatory, and which inflieth public cenſures, forbid- 

deth from the uſe of the holy ſupper, and exeludeth from 

the ſociety of the church), doth properly concern the in- 
ward man, or the repentance and falration of the ſoul. 

LI. Surely the faithful and gndly miniſters, although 

they could do it unchallenged an uncontrolled; '\and . 
therein allowed by the iſtrate, (as in the prelatical times 

it was), yet would not uſutp the power of life aud death, 

or judge and determine concerning mens honburs, goo 

inheritance, diviſion of families, or other civil buſineſſes, 

ſeeing. they well knew thoſe things to be heterogeneous to 
their oſſice: But as they ought not to entaugle therfiſelves 
with the judging of civil ca es, ſo, if they ſhould be negli- 
gent and doch in their own. office, they ſhall in that be 

no leſs culpable. | les x 3 
LuII. To tlie ect alſo of  ecdlefruftital poover belongeth 

the aſſembling of fynods, fo far as they are ſpititual affem- 
blies pro to the church, and aſſembled in the Holy 
Ghoſt ; fur being ſo confidered, the governors of churches, 
after the example of the apoſtles and preſbyters,' Acts xv. 
in a manifeſt danger of the church, ought to uſe their own . 
right of meeting together and convening, that the churches 
endangered may be relieved and fupported.' to 

LVIII. Thirdly, Thoſe powers are differenced in | 

of their Fox us, and that three ways: For, firſt, the civil 
power, although, in reſpect of God, it be minifterial, yet in 
reſpect of the ſubjects, it is /ordly-and magiſterial. Eecle- 
| ſiaſt cal power is indeed furniſhed with authority; yet that 
| authority is liker the /atherly than the &;ngly authority; yea 


alſo, it is purely miniſterial, much leſs can it be lawful to 
miniſters of the church to bear dominion over the flock. - 
LIX. Emperors, kings, and other magiſtrates, are in- 
deed appointed fathers of the country, but they are withal 
lords of their people and ſubjects; not as if it were per- 
mitted to them to bear' rule and command at their own 
will, and as they liſt, (for they. are the miniſters of God, for = 
et - the 
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da ger and profit of e yet it 4 
— Kuß and properly, to . N 2 to hold princi- 

ity, to proceed imperi It is indeed the duty 
e ee F to ce as 
ſhepherds, to correct and recti, to bear the 55 to be flew- 

_ -#rds in the houſe of Chriſt, but in no wiſe to be Jordi over 

he houſe, or to govern as lords, or lord-like to rule: Yea, in in 

„this is the difference — 9 the civil magiſtrate and 

"the eccleſiaſtical miniſtry, in reſpect of thoſe which are com- 

mitted to their truſt ; that the lot of the former is to be 

| . or W e unto, the lot of the latter 20 —_— or 
Boks; 

LX. Now we A1 one only Lord, who governs our 
foul neither is it competent to man, but to God alone, to 
have power and authority over conſciences. . But the Lord 

hath appointed bir :0own fewards over his o family, = 
. according to his commandment, they may give tu 

one their allowance or portion, and to diſp . his wan 
faithfully ; and to them he hath asd the. k2ys, or 
of letting in, into his ' houſe, or excluding Hut of his houl: 
thoſe whom. he himſelf, will have let in 5 ſhut out, Werth. 
Xvi. 19. and viii, 18. Luke xi 42. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 1274 5 
i. NR 
LXI. Next, the civil power is endued with authority of 
* compriſing 7 but it belongs not to the miniſtry fo compel the 
diſobedient: If any compulſion be in or about ceclefiaſtical 
matters, it is adventitious from without; to wit, from the 
_ and aſſiſtance of the ma iſtrate, not from the nature of 
ſtical power, from which it is very heterogeneous; 
"ond therefore, if any ſuſpended or excommunicated perſon 
_ ſhould be found, who ſhall be fo ſtiff-necked and ſo impu- 
dent, that at once he caſt off all ſhame, and make no account 
at all of theſe cenſures, but ſcorn and contemn the ſame, or 
1 ſhall inſolently or proudly engyre and obtrude 
umſelf upon the ſacrament, or bei eing alſo filled with devil- 
-1\ſh malice, do more and more contradia and blaſpheme, 
the eccleſiaſtical miniſtry, in ſuch caſes, | hath nog more 
to do by way of juriſdiftion : But the magiſtrate hath in 
readineſs a compelling juriſdiction and external force, where- 
by ſuch ſtubborn, rebaltious and undaunted pride, may be 
| externally repreſſed. 

LXII. Laſt of all, the power of the magiſtrate worketh | 
only politically or civilly, according to the nature of the 
aan or Las maketh 'and en civil laws, which 


ſome times 


- magiſtrate ſo far as it pertaineth to the 


| fſynods alſo ſafe and ſecure ; and, in a civil way, prefideth 


* —. 


8 _ - * > 
ſometimes alſo he-changeth or repealleth, and other thi 

of that kind he effecteth with a ſecular” power: But the 
eccleſiaſtical power dealleth ſpiritually, and only in the name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and by authority, entruſted or re- 


* 2 * * * 


- *- 
* . 
a 


* 


ceived from him alone ; neither ĩs it exerciſed without prayer, 


or calling on the name of God nor, .laftly, doth it uſe any, 
other than ſpiritual ⁵q aa bm. 
LXIII. ſame ſin, therefore, in the ſame man, may 

be puniſhed one way by the civil, another way by the ec 

efaſtical power by the civil; power, under the formality 
of a crime, with corporal. or pecuniary puniſhment ;_ by the 

eccleſiaſtical power, under the notion and nature of ſcandal, 
with a ſpiritual cenfure ; even as alſo the ſame civil queſtion 
is one way deliberated ; and handled by the magiſtrate, 
in the ſenate or, place of judgment; another way by the 

miniſter of the church, in the preſbytery or ſynod ; by the 
tai government, of the 
commonwealth ; by the miniſter, ſo far as it reſpeQs the 
conſcience ; for the eccleſiaſtical miniſtry is alſo exerciſed a- 
bout civil- things ſpiritually, in ſo far as it teacheth or ad- 


moniſheth the Lee, out of the word of God, what is. 


beſt and moſt acceptable unto God ; or as it reproveth free- 
ly unjuſt judgmenta, Ly or wart, and the like, and out of 
the ſcripture threate the wrath of God, to be revealed a- 
inſt all unrighteouſneſs of men; ſo alſo. is the magiſtrate 
0 to be occupied civilly about ſpiritual thing. 
ILXIV. Therefore all the actions of the civil magiſtrate, 
even when he is employed about eccleſiaſtical matters, are 
of their own nature and eſſentially civil; he. puniſheth ex- 
ternally idolaters, blaſphemers, facrilegious perſons, here- 
tics, profaners of holy things; and. according/to the nature 


and meaſure of the fin, he condemneth to death, or baniſh- 


ment, forfeiture of goods, or impriſonment; be guardeth 
and underproppeth eccleſiaſtical canons with civil authority; 
giveth a place of habitation to the church in his territory, 
reſtraineth or expelleth the inſolent, and untamed diſturbers 
of the church.” ,, - N q* Lal 
LXV.. He taketh care alſo for maintaining the miniſters 
and ſchools, and ſupplicth the temporal neceſſities of God's 
ſervants ; by his command aſſembleth ſynods, when there is 
need of them; and ſummoneth, calleth out, and draws to 
trial, the unwilling, which, without the magiſtrate's authori- 
ty, cannot be done, as hath been already ſaid ; he maketh 


Or 


* 
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5 1 lit i fo ſeem ä 
5 nn, ſubſtitute commiſſioner - In all arc 
„ of the magiſtrate, though 'oceu oe Won ome 
„ie not for kf that ſplridwal, but n 
IJ * INV Fourthly, The, Uiffer in the Exv:- The'i fame | 
; bond: GU} pally 16, thas: the good of the 
IT may be provided. for and procuredy whether 
n be ig time ef peace, according to the rules of law. and 
cvunſef of judges, or, in time of war, according tothe rules nf 
military prudenee and ſo the temporal ſafety of the ſub- 
procured, and that external peace and civil li- 
I bee may be pee Fee * . Nr 10 
ſtored. Ae 23 EX. by" 
8 nn But the chief and def hind of "rib o govern- 
e the Crpater 5 namely, that thoſe who 
e - 
4M und thoſ&'who do god getting prajſt: of the ſame, the ſub . 
| jets ſo much the more may = A impiety and injuſtice, and 
that virtue, juſtice, and the moral law of God 2 touching 
| thoſe external duties of both tables, unto which all 2 
] bor: ates Adam are FIN, wy pony in Ee 
I LX UI. then? err Chiltion beer 
wholly devote himſelf to the promoting of the goſp e and 
'Chrift, and doth direct and bend all't n 
| and ſtrength of his authority to that end: Thie proceedeth 
eat from the nature of his office or function, which is com- 
mon to him with an inſidel magiſtyate, but from the influ» 
| _— f Ae We ee into his Particular ” 
cations. | TETST- 5 IP * | 
2 LXIx. For 3 the eld (and: & alſo the 
faithful and godly magiſtrate) ought- to refer and order his 
3 particular vocation, faculty, abili 270 A gout and 'honour, to 
. this end, that the kingdom of may be prop * 
1 And promoted, and the true religion cheriſhed and defe | 
ed g ;{o that the advancement of the goſpel, and of all the 
2 of the goſpel, is indeed 3 end of. the godly'ma- 
| Fiſtrate, dot of a magiſtrate ſimply, (or if you will rather), 
| - Ati» hot the end of the office e buy 60 ons II 
| . the ſame piouſſy. 
LXX. But: the end of eccleſiaſtical per; yea, the tad, 
| uns well ef | the miniſtry itſelf, as of the godly miniſter, is, 
chat the kingdom of Chriſt may be ſet forward; that the 


1 | athoof the Lord be made tright3 that his holy myſteries 
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ee en u ee Ht : drr featey 
or lest one 


ch Te, the greats 
; 3 hk! 1.05 Pies 


eee eee may be 


n cies by "humbled, zad Way 
the 
D ack ed wit of the fire) be * g 7 5 
of the Ja . unte ; 'the reſt 
4 hofe ho Wande with Tuck; 
. adio des crecp and ſpread Further. | 
- LXXII. Ther ut Slinguiſhell by che Errger. 
The effect · f · vil pOwex is either 5 4 bee: of 2 re- 
dundante; the proper effect, 5s" 
dommorivenith; exterhal trangyty, 4 
berty, and of an | which: e 
oiety ea THEY 
2 
e 
iſturb the courſe of the 
LNIIII Fon 
giltezte, cxovoterh his! office in dann f >. 
encouraging men, ta 
— e the * and puni 
— fabverters of the chor much 
more the otthodo faith und ae” 1 5 and 
Had in eftimation, Hus are hated and feated ; Ily, all the 
Tabjetts contained (as much gs 1 outward man 
within the lifts-of d's © wt 1 whence, alſo, by conſequeng 
i happenetlg Yo t hat* the church is 


111 
with fewer ſeandals, the | 
Peace. „ige decken, more Sts freedom an ** 


IXXIV. Bot * eee elfect of the Sete 
power, or keys of the kingdom of heaven, is Wholly 1055 
tral ; for the a& of binding and loofiug, of retgining 
remitting fins,” doth reach to the ſoul 3 conſc ience 1 ha | 
(which cannot be faid of Nil power): And as unjuſt 
1 is void; - ſo eeclefiaſtical cenfure bein inflia-/ 


C ed 


a 


3 | 


orn {inner Med with ſhane, 


* 2 


| 32 1 wo] to be eſteemed and acknowledged, i 
| ws 20ll 


| tent. to none, under the New Teftament, by 
Sor b he who hath it, malt be called by d. 


” 1 . — 
| r 


| 2 dnl beg 


| tends itſelf to none. other objects, than unte th h we 


tion with the 


T6) 
An S nene Chriſty and his 
will, is ratified in heaven, Matth. xviii. 18. and there» 


in like . 
1 Chrift himſelf. 
5 They are alſo difterenecd in refpe& of the 
805888 s 35 Re. POE? is 7 ſometimes to, one, 
ſometimes to more, 1 by ri gh. t of 33 ſometimes 


by, right. of ſucceſſion : ; But. the 2 18 


or der much leſs to a t . that je, 
deed, and who 


S reſbyters.. WH is confefled, in 
1gporant it, thar the power (as they call it) of andey) 

to. Ln e and is each of them a· 

nail Hut that power, which is commonly 
called of pb 77 rang is committeũ, nat ts one, but 10 the un 
% that is, to a conſiſlory ; therefore eceleßaſtical cenſure 

Wo ht not to be inflicted but by N 2 Cor. ii. 6. 
111. Seyenthly, They differ as touching the Core 
RBLAT Wr, God bath e that, unte the civil 
power, every ſoul, or all memhers of the commonwealth, of 
what condition and eftate ſoever, be ſubje& ; for-mhay have, 
dike to do with, the Papiſts, who will haye them, "wham they, 


Call the Duty or ecclefiaftical perſons, to be fxee from the. 


ypke of the ciyil magiſtrate ? The eccleſiaſtical power en; 


called brethren, or members af the church. 
LXXVII. Ei ghthly, There remaincth another difference, 


in reſpect of we DISTINCT and DIVIDED EXERC18K of autho- 


rity. For either power ce from its duty, or remitting. 


puniſhment, that. doth not (furely it ought not) prejudice 


the. exerciſe of the other mg namely, if the mag rate 
ceaſe to do his duty, or 9 lect to . with — 
puniſhment, thoſe malefaftars, 2. by profeſſion, are church · 
members ; ray" it 18 in the power of the governors. | 
ef the church, b dhe bridle. of See diſcipline, to 


s curb ſuch men; EY alſo, by virtue of their office, they are 


und to do it; and, on the other part, the magiſtrate may 


And ought to puniſh, in life and limb, honours or goods, 


notwithſtanding of the offender's repentance or reconcilia- 
. 2aP7y 


* LEXVIII. Therefore the one ſword being put up in 
the ſcabbard, it is free, and often neceſſary, to draw. 2 


- 
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from eccleſſaſtical cen x 
. civil 1 and the external ſword. * 


of miniffery, and elders of the char 


rt Aye mM, RMA TC. 
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hom the" other doth caft forth 
whereof is, becauſe the "exclefalical miniſt 


teſpect the repentance to ſalvation, and i ng of 
= ſoul; "wherefore it 1 4110 embraceth 

*men' repenting, and rectiveth- them into the Pal 
church. The oy gilttate propofeth to himſelf another, 


much differing {co - for eyen offenders are 

"him punihe, oe Fee wha the 12 may be 5 

Bed, as alſo to terri hence it is, that abſolution 
others 


ON 


X; Seeing then here. are ſo man ad ſo great | 
differences of both offices ; and ſeeing alſo, that the 1055 ä 
FE is not at all containeſi 
in the office of the magiſtrate ; Y heither, on the other Pile 
this is comprehended Within that. 'Magiltrates ſhall no le 
fin in uſurping eccleſiaſtical power, miniſtering holy things, 
_ordaining * mimſters, or exerciſing ag Mme chaitical, 
than miniſters ſhould fin in ruſhung. into the boarders of the 
ma! ſtrate, and in thruſtin es into his calling. 
5 "Neither are thoſe powers" mere winglel onj 
with angther, or leſs diſtinguiſhed, where the magiſtrate is a 
Chriſtian, than where he is an infidel: For as, in a believing 
father, and in an infide! father, the rights of a father arc the 
ſame ; ſo, in a Chriſtian magiſtrate, and in an infide] magi - 
ſtrate, the rights of ma 1 are the ſame: 80 TIF to 
the mapiſtrate ' convert to the Chriſtian faith; there is 
no  $6cePBch of new right, or increaſe of civil power, al- 
though, being endued with true faith and piety, he is made 
. 3 and willing to the undergoing of bis office, and the 


his duty. . 
x7 W the word of God, cad” the tow of 


_ Chriſt, which, by ſo evident difference, ſeparateth and di: 


Ringuiſheth eccleſiaſtical government im civil, forbidde 
the Chriftian magiſtrate to enter u or afurp the mĩniſt 
df the word and facraments, or the juridical diſpenting 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, to invade the church- 


3 or ts challenge to himfelf the right of 2 
words, ſpiritual and 3 But if any magiſtrate 


God forbid) ſhould dare to arrogate to himſelf fo 8 

to enlarge his ſkirts fo far, the church ſhall then Aut yrs hue 

be .conftrained to — juſtly, and cry out, That — 
N the dp 1 is changed, * * remaineth ſtill. 
LXXIII. It 


1 4* 
75 148 Drin 
1 Arc N Ae 
iſtrate c bs 5 — LAM for « Ce pf. — 4 
ical diſcipline, 1 3 it- be that -which belangs.to.a 
rticular church, or the matter b carried to 12 or y- 
not). 1. Boat magiſträte 3 pe We pp meV 
ifoy ine, either e an un WS, 0 
| or” xample,. ods and ineitin others oy 
1 ereof, or to the trampling of it under foot. | ©. 
/ n web the Chriſtian magiſtrate, 1 at 5 
give any 8 ſcandal to t the church), ſeein 
A * A enden 5 he church, *. no ways ta diſdain, tp 
bmi Michfelf to the power 0 dee s > Neither is this to 
be marvelled at; for © even as the bier ce of the miniſter of 
the church is no ways ſubordinate and fubjeQted to the eivil 
| Pane but the perſon of the miniſter, as he is a member 
he conmonwealth,' is TubjeRed thereto.4 ſo the civil 
2 itſelf, or the magiſtrate, as a magiſtrate, jg not ſub- 


* 


Red to eccleſiaſtic power j yet that man, who is a magi- 
rate, ought (as he is a member of the church) to be 2 
the church's cenfure of bis manners, aſter the example © 
the emperor Theodofius, "unleſs he will deſpiſe and Ry as 
Sages ee and ingulge the ſwelling pride 
e 
LXXXIV. If any wan Mond again object, That we 
magiſtrate is not indeed to reßſt exlebiaſiie government, 
yet that the abuſes thereof are to be corrected and taken a- 
way by him: The anſwer is ready; in the- worſt and 
troubleſome times, or in the decayed and troubled eſtate of 
things, when the ordinance of God in the church is vio- 
lently turned into tyranny, to the treadin down of true ro- 
Ii ion, and to the preſſing. of the profeſſors thereof, and 
Wen nothing almoſt is found or whole, divers things arg 
Pay. to be lawful to godly magiſtrates, which are not 
brdinarily lawful for them, that fo to extraordinary diſeaſes 
extraordinary remedies may be applicd : So alſo the magi- 
trate,abuſing hig power unto tyranny, and making bavock 
of all. it is ufa to reſiſt him, by ſome extraordinary, 4.4 | 
and means, which are not ordinarily to be allowed. 
LXXXV. Yet ordinarily, and by common or known 
law and right in ſettled churches, if any man have recourſe 
to the magiſtrate to complain, that, through abuſe of cecler 
flaſtic diſcipline, i injury is done to him; or if any ſentence 
"of the paſtors or elders of the-church, whether conceramg 
faith or diſcipline, do diſpleaſe or ſcem unjuſt unto the mar 


18 giſtrate 
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der e treſpaſa in any Als 
municipal laws, —— by * 


the eommonwealth, they are lia 


* 
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11 


— ir is not Tor that anixſe'bavefl to. thay! diefe 


eecleſiaſt ical cauſes to a civil ame or to bu in 0 
of political or civil Popedom. 5 
XXXVL Wbat then? Shall it be Kinulordiaatty 


for miniſters) nad chiety: to arora Mw or ſhall the 


— in the churches, glorying in 
diſhonour God? 2 


the law,” 7 their 
| For, firſt, 4 


civil cauſes, or otherwiſe diſturbi 


to 2 trial 40706 
—— and Farne e ue 9 
e $6.06 . 
1 Again, it hath been before Mewes 10 
; eccleſiaſtical evils Jekiaſtical remiedies are appeinted-and 
- fitted; for the church is no- leſs- than the commonwealth, 
— the grace of God, ſufficient to itſelf, in referenke 
r on end: And às in the commonwealth} ſo in 
the church, the error of inferior judgments and aſſemblie, 
or their evil government, is to be corrected: b ſuperidr | 
judgments and aſſemblies; and fo till by them of the ſame 
order, leſt one. order be confounded with another, or one 
orernment be int led with another government. 
hat mall now the adverſaries of eccleſiaſtical power — 
— which thoſe ho admit not the yoke of theim As 
may not be ready, in like manner; to-transfer againſt Ihe et- 
2 2 — iy os of the 1 Ne- 


imes that the commonwwealth is 10 ; 


Jef il —— 14.52 2 % . 

| L XVIII. If any. man ſhall proſecute ibe ur oF 
and ſay, that yet no remedy is here ſnewed whioh-may be _ 
applied to the injuſtice. or error of a national -fytiod;" 
he ſtumbleth againſt the ſame ſtone, ſeeing he weigheth 
the matter with an equal balance? for the fame ma, 
zike ſort, fall back; and be caſt upon paramente, or any. f 
preme ſenate of a commonwealtk: Por who ſeeth ory 
judgment of the fupreme civil ſenate to be nothing 
_ fallible, yea, alſo in matters of faith and ecole 
pline, more apt and prone to error (as being leſs —3 
to ſacred ſtudies] than the judgment of the national ſynod e 
What medicines then, or - what ſovereign. plaiſters ſhalb- be 
had, which may be fit for the curing and healing ef the er 
rors and miſearriages of the ſupreme magiſtrates and ſenate ? 
* „ this, - other and mere dem 
C 3 medicines, 


* 
0 « 
* 


| | TT. 3 

1 Egger e 

'F to 

| Og pa There wanteth 2 divine medicine and ſo- 

| . vereign, nn Gilead ; for although the 1 opinion of 

* — the infallibiſity of cauncils be — ng ed and explo- 
den nee rainy that ee fed he ſhall 


romi 
* preſent with an aſſembly, which AE, pa and in truth, 
eth together in his 27 0 With ſuch an affembly yerily 
uſeth to he preſent, b iritual aid and 2 of his 
"Own Spirit, to uphold the "6; or to raiſe up the fallen. 
Whenee it is, that divers tim ws, errors of former ſynods 
are diſcpyered and amended by the latter: Sometimes alſo 
the ſecond, or after-thoughts of one and the ſame yur axe 
the wiſer and the better. 
XC. Furthermore, the Une of eeclefiaſtical ſubordination 
is longer aud further ftretched than the line of civil ſubordi- 
nation; for a, natianal ſynod muſt be ſubordinate and ſub- 
| Ject to an univerſal ſynod, in the manner aforeſaid ; whereas 
vet there is no oecumenical parliament or ral civil court 
acknowledged, unto which the ſupreme civil ſenate, in this 
or that nation, ſhould be ſubject. Finally, neither is the 
| — altogether deſtitute of nearer remedies, »hether an 
- univerſal council may be had or not. 
XCI. For the . ſynod ought to declare, and that | 
with the greateſt reverence, to. the magiſtrate, the grounds 
2 their ſentence, and the reaſons of their proceedings, 
W ben he demandeth or enquireth into the ſame, and deſireth 
* to be fatished. But if the magiſtrate -nevertheleſs do dif- 
f ſent, or eannot, by contrary reaſons, (which may be brought, 
| i he pleaſe), move the ſynod. to alter their judgment, yet 
may he require and procure, that the matter be again deba- 
ted and canvaſſed in another national ſynod ; and fo the rea- 
Ions of both ſides being thoroughly weighed, may be law- 
a deterthined-in an Eccleſiaſtical way. . 
XII. But as there is much indeed to be. given to the 
nd of the magittrate, ſo is there here a twofold cau- 
n to be uſed : For, firſt, Notwithſtanding of a future Ten 
ou it is neceſſary-that the former ſentence of the 
* concerning the adminiſtration of eceleſiaſtie diſei- 
ine, or againſt any hereſy, be forthwith put in execution, 
by lingering and making of delays, the evil of. the 
church take deeper root, — gangrene ſpread and creep 
| Rader 4 + and jet e violence be done to the conſciences of mi- 


niſters, if they be conſtrained to impart the Ggns and * 
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ol the' covenant of grace to dogs and fwine, that is; to. 
clean perf, 


- contentious tempers, which do mainly firive to oppreſs our 
liberty which we have in Chriſt, and to bring us fot bows 


„nenn. ASCE” 


* ” 


. 
leit 


ons wallowing in the mire of ungodlineſs ; and 


fubtle-men abuſe ſich mterims or intervals, fo as that cecle- 


faltical'difcipline atogether decay, and the very decrees af 


fynods be accounted as cobwebs, which none leareth to 


* — "I — 3 nv 
” = * © 
- break down. 
- k : 


XCITI. Next,” it may be granted, that the matter may 


de put under a further examination; yet, upon condition thit 
when it is come to the reviſion of the former ſentence, re 
may be had of the weaker, who are founck willing to he 


taught, though they doubt; but that unto the wicked and - 


age, we do not for a moment give place, by fubje&ing our- 
ſelves : For what elſe feek they or wait for, than that, under 


the pretence of @ reviſing and of new debate, they-caft in 


lets and impediments ever and anon, and that, by cunning 


and, in proceſs of time, may, by open violence, more forci- 


"bly break in upon it, or, at leaſt, conſtrain the miniſters of tie 


church t weave Penelepe's web, which they can never bring 
OE rat nn NS 10 

XCIV. Moreover, the Chriſtian magiſtrate hath then 
only diſcharged his office in reference to ectleftaſtical - diſei- 
pline, when not only he withdraweth —_— from it, and 
maketh no impediment to it, but alſo affordeth ſpecial fur- 
therance and help to it, aceording to the prophecy, If. XIix. 
23. And tings fhall be thy nur/mg fathers, and queens thy 


nung mothers. © | | * 
XCV. For Chriſtian magiſtrates and princes embracing 


Chriſt, and ſincerely giving their names to him, do not only 


ſerve him as men, but alfo uſe their office to his glory, and 
the good of the church: They defend, ſtand for, * take 


care to propagate the true faith and godfineſs ; they afford 


my of habitation to the church, and furniſh neceſſarj 
elps and ſupports, turn away injuries done to it, reſtrai 


falle religion, and chefiſh, underprop, and defend the rights 


and liberties of the church :” 80 far they are from diminiſh» 
ing, changing, or teſtraining thoſe rights; for fo the condi- 
tion of the church were, in that reſpet᷑t, worſe, and tie ber 
ty thereof more cut ſhort, under the Chriſtian magiſtrate 
than under the infidel or heathen. pts ; 

XCvI. Wherefore, ſeeing theſe nurſing fathers, favour- 
ers, and defenders, cam ds nothing ag ab the truth, but ik | 


dn they oy 


| 4 4 832 K 
the Grit. ner Ne 


e 


e 


to ttb | a N but yet not with Jag 
Xing ky! e ee ie 
f not deny to an t much leſa to the magi- 
( Krate, the 3 s t of 8 prudence and e 
Rec 8 thy things nee een eee 
e chu 5 


* 


„VII. Therefore, a+. each member.of * W 


fpeRively, ſo unto the bh the judgment of 
things, both to appr. 3 1 for al- 
preferred of God, 


though. * iſtrate is — — 
that he ooh a judge of matters — LY 
Which there is controverſy. i in the church, . he queltiog- 
leſs jud judge of his own- civil; a& about {pirityal things, name 
by, of defending them in his own. dominions, and of ;appro- 
.ving or tolcrating th e lame: And if, in this buſineſs hej judge 
and determine according to the, wiſdom of the fleſh, — = 
according to the wiſdom which is from above, he.is- * 
der an account thereof before the ſupreme tribunals 7 
XCVIII. However, the eccleſraitical diſcipline, . 
ng as it is prdained by Chriſt, whether it be eſtabliſhed. and 
ratißed by civil authority or * 245 © to be retained and 
— FLY in the Nan as long as it is free 
e for them to come — — in holy — for 
dhe want of civil authority is unto the church like a ce 
gain, but not like damage or loſs enſuing, as in been 
W ner it takes nothipg away EY 
happen which "God forbid, 2 
ſtrate do fo far abuſe his authority, that he doth 
a de 


5 rbid what Chriſt hath ordained, yet the conſtant 
yo faithful ſervants of Chriſt will refolve and determine with 
themſelves, that any extremities. are rather ta be undergone, 
Than that they - ſhould obey ſuch things, and that we os 
30: obey Cad rather than man ; yea, they — not leave off to 
Perform, all the parts of their office, being ready, in the, mean 
nder a reafon of their practice to every one who- 
Seele 6, its, but ſpecially unto ag ee 10 was, * 
fore. 


_ Theſe things are not to that a and purpoſe 4 
. hat * ſhould be WO . 
ano _= 


only 
which alſo hi 


di net borders vnd bounds, and alſo the one unde 
ane Hreugthencd by the help of the other, a holy concunt 
between them, may be nouriſhed, and they may mutually 
aud friendly,cmbiace one another. | 1 
CIL - Lali e all, ſeeing there are, not wanting, ſome un- 
kappy men, who ccaſe not to, pervert. the right ways of the 
Lord, and, with all diligenee, about to ſhake off the 
yoke of the eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, where now it id a- 
bout to be introduced, yea alſo, where it hath been Jong ago 
eſtabliſhed, and as yet happily remaineth in fore, it: u 
neeefſary to obviate their moſt wicked purpaſes: Which. | 
things being ſs, let all which hath been ſaid, paſs with the 
good leave and liking of thoſe. orthodex chyrches, in which 
the diſcipline of ex communication is not as. yet in uſe; nei- 
their can any offence eaſily ariſe to them from thence : Vea, 
if the beſt conjecture does not deceive, they cannot but re- 
2 and congratulate at the defence and vindication of this 
eipline. b. 28 8 ene 53 IS \ 
4 „ Weathers; ELIT. For 


x x * 1 
— 3 
teach; that the diſeipline of encommunication is moſt 
to the word of God, as ulſo, that it ought to be veſtoret ut 
Exerciſed': Which alſo heretofore the moſt learned. — 
Uyſae, in the declaration of his Concerning exe 
"munication, exhibited to Prince Frederick the third Court 
" Eleftor (Palatine 3 the title whereof is, Ju Heil, 
a ice & rxcommunicationes GG. 
CIV. For thus he : In other churches, . 
een i in uſe, or it i not lawfully —— 
and nevertheleſs, without controverſy, it is confeſſed, ami 
dug bt, that it ought /j to be received, and be of force in the 
church. And a little Left alſo your Highneſs, e this 
, * new opinion, de ſever u and your churches from all other 
chureher, 4. theſe ue have no excommunication as thije 
2 have it 3 for as much as all of them to: on 
ffs W b tr er ge f why it f * 


To the ſame purpoſe it tendeth, which he hi "oY 
cefteomed Philip Melandtbon, in bis common-plater, 3 of 


civil magiſtrates,” doth affirm. - Before, faith he, I wwarnetl- 


_ civil ng and powers are to be diſtingiiifhed from the 
om, which ariſe other cauſes, 'partly from 

rags Kos op the devil, Cn 
fromthe coumnn infirmity of men, 47 it cometh ene 


+ kinds ' of life overnment ordained of G Ne man 
- doubteth that eccle — Mica government is ordained of God ; am 


"yet bow many and great di dirders row in it from other can 4 


Where he mentioneth a chu 8 diſtinct 

"the: civil, and that ure divino as a thing uncontroverted. 
CuvI. Neither were the wiſhes Ws the chief diviues 4 

| Zurich and Berne wanting, for the recalling and reftoring” of 

the diſcipline of | excommanication. So Bullinger upon 

. <1 Cor. v. And hitherto, ſaith he, of. the eccleſiaſtical chaſth> 


Ang of wickedneſs. But bere I would have the brethren 11. 


gentiy warned, that they watch, and, with att diligence, tate 


care that this wholeſome medicine, thrown ont” of the' true 
church, by occaſion of the Pope*s avarice, may be reduced, that 
its that ſcandatous fins be puniſhed ; for this is the very end 


excommunication, that ment manuers may be well ordered, and 
ile ſaints flouryſh, the profane being reſtrained, left wicked 
men, by” their impudence and impicty, - increaſe and undo unde ail 


"md is our An. brethren, with the greateſt diligence, to _. 


the malice of men,  pattly 
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more 


Siſtrates do not admit the. yole 3 they are afraid for. 
heir bonaure zthey deve licentianſweſiy&e. \ The POR e 
ks, t00-difelute 3 n moft corrupt, &c. In the. 
Saur, 2 euillingly. confeſs, that aue arc not to deſpair 4 
but the, will perhaps yield more trattable ſpirites. 
— than our times hee. Zee alſo: Lavater a+ 

ing in this — 52. on Nebem. Becauſe: the 

| wk 5 pars ety + ot the eftabli 


Pine can a» any 
. — of en view o 
woſt condition. See befides the opinion of Fabritiat upon 
Plal. cxlix. 6. J. B. 9. of ſpiritual corcectiaur, which he 
grouudeth upon that b., me. n . 9. 
and viii. 18. John xx. 23. py 

-'CVIIL It can hardly be doubted, or called. cine] 
But beſides theſe, other learned and god!y divines of thoſe 
hurches, were and are of the ſame mind herein with thoſe 
now cited: And indeed the very Confeſſion of Faith of the 
churches: of Helvetia, chap. xvii. may be an evidence here- 
of. But there ought to be in the mean time a juft diſcipline. a=: 
ng migiſters 3 2 the doctrine and lift of miniſters are dis 
ligently to be enquired of in ſynods. : Thoſe who ſin, are ta be: 
tebuked of the cldErs, and to be brought again int9 the way, if 
they be curable, or be depoſed, and like molves driven away frons 
the flock! of. the - Lord, if net incurable. That this manuer 
of ſynodical cenſure, namely, of depoſing miniſters from 
— ſome- grout (canal, Ae the nip ublic of 
Zurich, Lavater is witneſe, in hie book of the as Ks ordi 
nances of the church of Zurich, chap. xxiii. Surely, they 
could not be of that — that eee 3 
ought to be exereiſed inquent miniſters , 
i grit other — of the S ie a> 
CIX. Yea, the Helvetian: Confeſſion, in the place now 
cited, doth ſo tax the inordinate zeal of the Donatiſts and 
Anabaptiſts, who are ſo bent upon the rooting out of the 
taxes out ce the Lord's fields, — take not heed of the 
danger of plucking up the wheat ; that withal, it doth not 
obſeurely —— the eccleſiaſtical forenſical diſcipline, as 
diſtin& from the civil power. And /ceing, lay they, it is al- 
together neceſſary that there be in the coureb a diſcipline, and 

among 
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bra(l? 3 and to their ears 


2 tha-obgreky, and that alſo all 
and rylers TE bein —— — 
with the ſtreugih of cletoly Spiri may diligent! 

kd faithfully: execute: — — alſo of — aw 
becometh the truſty: ſervants of — — 
their o Lord and Maſter mote thaw men. wor 
I. Finally, all thoſo who are more awetſe Feom ial» 
Raſtie diſaipline, or ill aſfocted againſt it; are to be-admd- 
1 niſhed and rags >> * Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
1 _ they be uo longer ee and iveig with carhal pre- 
4 Juice, to give e ching to hunfan aſſections, and 
t meaſure, 3 ———ů— 
| think with themſelves, aud u 
| an f — how ducks better it ere, that/qhe(huſls | 
| As the fleſn were, as with a _ tamed ;:and that the res 
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3 amendment, and ga e eee 
4 Non, way be ——— — ners bo leſt to. thœit o 
n, aud be to follo u their on luths with- 


dut controlment, and, byuthoir evil e to draw others 
| ang into ruin with theniſebves. And ſeeiag gither the 

ee muſt take no ruſt, or the manners of 
certainly ntrast much ruſt, whatl io here to 
be chaſen, and what is — "ſtunned, let the wife ant god 
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